
Title: The Sower, the Seed, and the Soils (Part 2) 

Passage: Mark 4:1-20  

 

Introduction: 

Parable of the Sower  

 Mark takes the longest time to go through its details 

 Otherwise, Mark’s gospel is fast-paced where Jesus “immediately” goes from one to another event or 

teaching. 

Parables 

 Stories / analogies that explain a spiritual truth 

Mark 4:10-12 (The Purpose of the Parables) 

And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables. And he said to them, 

“To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, so 

that “‘they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should turn and 

be forgiven.’” 

 God has sovereignly revealed the meaning of the parable to His disciples while sovereignly concealing 

the truth to religious leaders 

o Divine sovereignty vs. human responsibility (balance) 

Context 

 At this point, Jesus is two years in His ministry  

 Many teachings and miracles occurred that made clear Jesus is the Messiah. 

 Despite all the evidence, the religious leaders rejected Jesus’ teaching 

Mark 3:22 

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the 

prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 

 As a result of their persistent rejection of Jesus, Jesus then began teaching in parables. 

Mark 4:2 

And he was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 

 

Key Point: revelation from God devoid of illuminating grace hardens our hearts because of sin. (i.e. we don’t 

want God) 

 Example: Pharoah - heart hardening 

o Pharoah hardened his own heart as God revealed His power and authority. 

 No one goes to hell who had wanted to know God. 

Parables 

 Stories often given with judgment 

 Here, reflects transition where Jesus starts speaking in parables indicating judgment has come (vs. open, 

plain teaching) 



Prior examples 

 Nathan’s parable to David 

o Parable told leading to judgment 

2 Samuel 12:7 

Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, I anointed you king over Israel, 

and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 

 Gideon - parable with judgment  

Judges 9:14-15 

Then all the trees said to the bramble, ‘You come and reign over us.’ And the bramble said to the trees, ‘If in 

good faith you are anointing me king over you, then come and take refuge in my shade, but if not, let fire come 

out of the bramble and devour the cedars of Lebanon.’ 

 Ezekiel 24 

o Parables given with judgment 

Ezekiel 24:3 

And utter a parable to the rebellious house and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: 

“Set on the pot, set it on; pour in water also; 

 Isaiah 5-6 

o Parables where Israel is like a vineyard that would be trampled by Syrians (judgment) 

Isaiah 5:7 

For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and 

he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry! 

 

Parable - Observations 
 

Mark 4:14 

The sower sows the word. 

 Sower: unknown 

 Seed: the Word of God (see Luke parallel account) 

Seed: The Gospel 

 In the end, the sower is not the focus (contrary to its common title) 

 it is the Word of God that is key 

Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 

Jew first and also to the Greek. 

1 Corinthians 1:18-23 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 



Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 

the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 

pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 

seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified... 

Isaiah 55:10-11 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it 

bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from 

my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 

thing for which I sent it. 

 

Contrast: 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and 

wander off into myths. 

 

Path = The Hard Heart 
Mark 4:15 

And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and 

takes away the word that is sown in them. 

 path: hardened soil as people trampled over through time. 

 Path = a hard heart 

 Birds = devil / devil’s workers 

What makes the human heart hard? 

Answer: sin 

Romans 1:20-21 

For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since 

the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they 

knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and 

their foolish hearts were darkened. 

Romans 3:23 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

Ephesians 2:1-3 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among 

whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were 

by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

 

How reflected today: unmoved by the Gospel 

 do not believe in the truths of Jesus. 

What can be done? 

 only the Divine Plower can break up the hard soil to receive the Word deeply. 

John 1:12-13 

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 



Suffering can be a gift from God reminding us of certain truths: 

 God is sovereign / in control 

 God is good 

 We are limited, dependent human beings (vs. our hearts want to be independent) 

Psalms 119:50, 71 

This is my comfort in my affliction, that your promise gives me life...It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I 

might learn your statutes. 

 

Rocky Soil = The Shallow Heart 
Mark 4:16-17 

And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it 

with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution 

arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away. 

 Rocky soil = Shallow heart 

 Rocky soil - a layer of soil with a hard layer of limestone underneath.  On surface, looks normal and 

some growth can grow but nothing lasts. 

Initial response: Joy 

 One who receives the Word with joy (an emotional response) 

 But: Joy is not a distinguishing factor with true conversion.  This joy is merely a fleeting emotion.   

 Reality: A more lasting factor of conversion is sadness, mourning (over our sin). 

James 4:9-10 

Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble 

yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

Matthew 5:3-4 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall 

be comforted. 

 Joy does come in time but it is not dependent on circumstances but rather in the character of God 

Psalms 16:11 

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore. 

James 1:2-4 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 

produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 

in nothing. 

 Result of seed on Hard Soil: fade away in the face of difficulty and persecution 

John 6:60, 66 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?”...After this many of 

his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 

 

True/sincere conversion: includes reality of who we are apart from Christ (a sinner - one being so bad that the 

only thing that could pay the penalty of sin was God’s Son dying on the cross) 

 



Application 
If not a believer/follower in Jesus:  

 You hearing the Gospel is a sign of grace to remind you that God loves you and wants to save you with 

true life. 

 Come to God! 

Acts 16:31 

And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 

 Do not harden your heart. (Thinking “been there, done that”) 

Psalms 95:7-8a 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. Today, if you hear his 

voice, do not harden your hearts... 

 Do not presume you have time to decide later. 

Luke 12:16-21 

And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, 

What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns 

and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you 

have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him, Fool! This night 

your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up 

treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

2 Corinthians 6:2 

For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is 

the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

 

If a believer in Jesus: what kind of “believer” are you? 

 Are you a “believer” merely in principle and part of the social custom of church? 

o Had an emotional experience once or want more of a similar emotional experience as why come 

to church? 

Matthew 7:21-23 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of 

my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 

and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, 

‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

 Are you a “believer” in Jesus Christ? 

o Continue to want to know Jesus (know and grow in Him more experientially in abiding, 

continual relationship with Him) 

Psalms 42:1 

As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. 

Luke 9:23 

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 

me. 

 Be in awe of God’s grace and sovereignty over your life 



o Did you have any control where you were born? 

o Did you have any control where you ultimately heard the Gospel and had a repentant heart of 

your sin? 

o Praise God for His mercy and grace! 

Lamentations 3:40 

Let us test and examine our ways, and return to the LORD! 

 

Other Passages 
Isaiah 26:3-4 

You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you. Trust in the Lord 

forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock. 

 

 


